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National Couventions.
Nothing eouli well be more rude, clumsy
and unsatisfactory than the party ma-

chinery in this conntry for making Presi-
dential nominations, It is thoroughly un-
fair by the possibility which it always
adwits that the ¢hoice of the ecandidate

no electoral votes. Justice would reguire
that the influence of different States in
muking the nomination should be in pro-
‘purtiun to the support they are able to
give the ticket. In the mext Republican
National Convention States like Virginia,
Kentuoky and Bgnnessee, which can by no
possibility give a single electoral vote to
the candidate of the party, will have as
large a representation as undoubted repub-
lican States having the sume population.
Why should States that can eontribute
nothing toward the blection of a ticket be
able to dictate its composition? Why
should not the tioket be made up by those
States which are relied on to elect it?
While it is generally conceded that none
of the Southern States will give any elec-
toral votes to the republican eandidate
they will have more than four-fifths of the
number of votes requisite to form a ma-
jority of the Convention. Although they
must be mere ¢iphers in the election they
will serve in the Convention as ciphers an-
nexed to significunt figures multiplying
their value and ensbling almost any two
large republican States to control the
nomination if reinforced by the Southern
delegates who represent no electornl votes,
At least pine-tenths of the republican
party in the Southern BStates consist of
colored voters, It isdoubtful whether they
will be represented in the Republican Na-
tional Convention by delegates really
el by them and sharing their prefer-

COMIQUE—=MuLLigax Giraxns' © A Mautl
KOSTER & BIAL'S CONUERT HALL,

TONY PASTOR'S—Mus Duscout's Panry
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The probabilities are that the weather in New
York and ils vicinity to-day will be colder and
purtly elowdy. To-morvow o will be eold and
partly cloudyin the morning, followed by inereas-
ing lemperature and possibly rains.

WaLL Sreeer Yesterbay,—Stocks deelined
about two points, the opening prices being the
highest and the closing oues the lowest of the
day, Money was very active, 7 per cent being
the lowest rate for call loans on stocks, and a
“commission” of i per day being paid i a
great many instances. Bonds of all elasses
were fairly aective and strong. Foreign ex-
change was weak aud some of the rates were
lowered.

Cuasrise Cox's last hope now lies with the
Court of Appeals.

Tris is a good day to examine thut new leaf
you turned-over last Now Year's.

Trousaxps of people are going to watch the
©ld year out to-night; to-morrow night they will
‘wish they had gone to bed early.

Mavor Coorer deserves the public gratitode
for vetoing the obnoxious Forty-second street
and general uptown railrond projeot.

Tur RECEFTION to Jon_Cohurn must be post-
poned, as the Governor declares there is no
foundation for the rumor about his pardan,

Goverxor VAN Zaxvr, of Rhode Island,
goes upon the very small list of prominent citi-
zens who do not want to bold etlice; he declines
the Russian mission.

Porick Commisstoner Voonrnrs' REsoLuTion,
practically offering a fire slarmn box to every
sehool and fuctory, will probably lessen mate-
rially the losses of life and property in the eity.

Tue Hosrrrarn Cownkenioss already aggre-

gate seven thousand dollars. The sum seems
large, but as the total of o great eity's assist-
ance to the most needy of unfortunates it is
disgracetully suall,

As It Avekans Ly the eriminal records for
the yeur that about twenty-five hundred arrests
have been mde of “suspicions” persons why
cannot the same designation be made to cover

the keapers of disreputable houses whose char-
acter is well known !

HanMoxy, to the extent of a working major-
ity, is said to huve been restored in the Board
of Aldermen by means that were not very ex-
pensive, ns such things go. This afternoon’s
meeting will prove whether the story is true, in
case the Mayor sends in any nominations.

Tur Guear West beats the world for busi-
ness inspirstions.  The Denver plumbers have
Just struck for an additional half dellar o day,

having probably lesrmed, by examinstion of
their employers’ bills, that no rise short of o
prineely sulary could injure their employers.

Is Serre of all that may be said to the con-
trary there wro plenty of men in New York who
are about s despernte and helpless as the man
described uwnder “Hard Lines,” That branch
of charitable effort that is charged with getting
work for peaple who are unable to find iv for

themselves is wretehedly ineflicient.

Nenvors Peorwk will breathe froer at loarn-
ing that the Superior Court, General Toerm, to
whiclh appeal was taken in the Ludlow street
wrson ease, aflittns the judgment of the lower
court. If such rasecals os “lirebugs” are to
bave their punishment mitignted by legal quib-
bles honest men had better die st onee,

Ture Wearnee.—~The barometer is above the
moean in all the districts enst of the Mississippi
River, the disturbance that was over the St
Lawrence Valley hoaving moved into the occan
off the Nova Seotin coust. Two eentres of dis-
turbance ave developing within the gone of low
pressure which extends from the Western Gulf
of Mexico to Dritish Columbin, ome over
Wenternn Texoas nnd the other over Iduho and
Montann.  The tirst mootioned is likely to pass
nottheastward through the central valleys,
where it may probubly be overtaken by
the one advanecing in the Northwest.  Hain
wud sleet fell in the cemtenl valleys and the
Middle Atinutio Stotes, snd suow in the New Eng-
Jund States snd tho lnke rogions.  The wenther
wis clondy throughout the country exeept in
the Northwest,  The temperature fell decidediy
in the luke reglons during the carly portion of
the day and in the Middio Atlantic States tow-
arid  night.  Elsewhere It remalned m-nrlj:
statiouary. The winds have been brisk on the
Middle Atlantic sud New Englind  coasts,
brisk to  high in  the Northwest and

"fresh i the other districts, The weather
over the British Islands continues very ubisct
tlodl. The woather in New York and its viciuity
to<day will be colder and partly cloundy. To-

worrow it will be cold and partly cloudy in
the morning, followed by ineroasing tempers-
ture and possibly ralns,

ence as to the Presidential candidate.
Within the last three or four years the re-
publican organization in the Southern
States has gone to pieces, Unless it should
be reconstructed by the negroes themselves
the republican delegates from the Bouth
will be virtm‘;.lly appointed by the federal
office-holders, In that case the Southern
votes will be given in accordance with the
wishes cf the appointing power at
Washington. But if the negroes should
become deeply interested in some par-
ticular candidate, and should there-
upon take the bits into their mouths and
pay no heed to the official reins, their
united choice would be very likely to pre-
vail in the Convention, If Pennsylvania
and New York make an early appointment
of delegates; if the delegates from these two
States should be instructed to vote for the
same candidate, and if thateandidate gshould
be one who would be the natural and spon-
taneous preference of the whole mass of
colored citizens, New York and Penn-
sylvania would be able to ocontrol
the nomination, the Bouthern delegntes
being annexed like ciphers, to enable
these States fo count ten. Under or«
dinary circumstances, with the republi-
can organization dissolved in the Southern
States, the federal office-holders wonld have
no difficulty in appointing the delegates, but
if a skilful attempt should be made toarvuse
the dormant negro sentiment into activity
the “colored voters might be truly repre-
sented 1n the Convention. If their choice
should happen to coincide with that of the
united delegations from Pennsylvania and
New York the nomination of their candi-
date wonld be assured long before the
meeting of the Convention. But if the
ticket were to be selected by those
States which are relied on for elec-
toral votes to insure its smecess the nomi-
nation might fall to a different candidate.

There is no immediate remedy for a state
of things which permits Presidential nomi-
nations to be controlled by Btates in which
the party can expect no eleotoral votes.
The only way to rectify it is by a change of
system which would substitute fhe choice
of Presidential electors by Congressional
distriets for their election in each State on
a general ticket. That wonld natarally be
followed by a corresponding change allow-
ing each district to send its own dele-
gate to the Nationul Convention. But
even that would be only a partial
remedy, unlesa political parties should
make provision for discriminating between
democratic and republican distriets, The
republican party of New York has made ah
approximation to fairness in the composi-
tion of its State conventions by giving each
Assembly district a representation propor-
tioned to the nnmber of votes it polled in
the preceding election. Under the district
system o similar method wonld be practi-
cable for national conventions. It would
only be necessary to allow each Congres-
sional distriot one delegate and an addi-
tional one for every three thousand or five
thousand or some specified number of party
votes cast in that distriet. The national
conventions would then fairly represent
the voters of the party, and the ticket would
be selected by those who could give some
assistance in electing it

The present system is unjost and absurd,
Why should States which ecannot give o
single electoral vote to the party candidate
have as much power in nominating him as
if they were backed by o strong majority ?
Both parties follow this absurd plan in the
mnke-up of their national conventions; but,
owing to the two-thirds rule, it does not
operate so absurdly in the democratie
a8 it does in the republican party. The
two-thirds rule was not adopted as n cor-
rection of snch unfairness, but it has this
tendeney. It is impossible in a democratic
nntional convention to make up a majority
sufficient to nominate a enndidate and have
the greater part of that majority consist of
delegates from States in which there is no
chance or expectation of electoral votes.
The democratie two-thirds rule woanld be
quite absurd in o national conven-
tion which was fairly composed. If
the representation were in  propor-
tion to the voting power thore would
be no sense or justice in denying to u bare
mojority the powek to seleet candidates.
But when every convention has a large
number of delegntes who represemtt no
offective constituencies it is reasonable to
adopt some menns of curtailing their in-
fluence. Ho far as the two-thirds rule has
this tendency it is justiftuble, although it
| is soemingly undemooratio, Dut #t was not

may be controlled by States that can give |
| procedents were successfully used to deleat

adopted with a view to this consequence.
In one or two demoeratic conventions
which were known in advance (o be prace
tica!lly unanimous the two-thirds wule
was introduced to give greater delat to the
nomination. In 1844, when Mr. Van Buren
wae again a candidate and was known to
have o majority of the delegates, those

Lim, and the iwo-thirds rule has been the
common law of democratic national con-

| ventions ever since. After having been in

foree for more than forty years there is no
likelihood that it will be deviated from so
long as the general ticket system prevails in
the choice of Presidential elegtors.

It is o potent instrument for the defent of
enndidates whose nominatioriis not prac-
tically secured in advance of the meeting of
the Counvention. The resolute opposition
of one-third of the dclegates suffices to
defeat any candidate, however strong and
popular he may be with the mass of the
party. This power will enable the green-
backers to defeat any sound money candi-
date, ifthey ean control one-third of the dele-
gates. It will enable the Bouth to defeat
the nomination of any democratic candidate
whom they may dislike. It will enable the
friends of any **dark horse" to bring the
Convention to a deadlock und hold it there
until they make lame d#icks of all the prom-
inent candidates. Whatever demoeratic
eandidate goes into the Convention with
less than two-thirda of the delegates
pledged to his support has an excellent
chance to be set aside. We therefore warn
aspirants for the democratic nomination to
put not their trust in “*booms.”

Altonso Shot At
Another attempt to assassinate Alfonso of
Spain by another ocallow cutthroat is re-
ported in the despatches. The attempt was

-gcharacterized only by its want of intelligent

intention and resolute purpose, and failed
as to all particulars which should distin-
guish in & dramatic and artistic sense
any real attempt to kill a king, There
wns the usual noise of two shots,
and one more would be-murderer was
suddenly in custody, and nobody was
hurt. This youth will be coddled as a
hero of the communistic impnlse for a time,
and then be strangled at last ; but one of
these days the order will be given in'the
escort of monarchs that such experimenters
shall be cut down on the spot by the
cavalry, and then these attempts will per-
haps become rarer,

The News fromm Maine.

Ourgorrespondent at Augusta denies, on
the muthority of Governor Gareelon him-
self, the report that that gentleman had
said he would not submit to adjudication
in the Supreme Court the points laid down
in Mr. Morrill's letter. It is to be re-
gretted that the correspondent's statement
by anthority was limited to this mere nega-
tive. Everybody will-be glad to hear that
the Governor has not determined to take the
responsibility of deciding for himself a
point that he may have decided by a high
judicial tribunal; but the country would be
even more plessed to hear that the Gov-

ernor had determined to put the case beforse |

the court. All that his denial amounts to,
therefore, in its present shape is that he has
“not yet” determined to reject the proposi-
tion of Mr. Morrill. We should like to
know that he had determined to ac-
cept it An important indication of
the direction of the drift in this
difficulty is given in the report of prep-
arations for the use of force. The arms
and ammunition have been taken from the
arsenal at Bangor to Augusta, and it is said
that the State House is virtually in the pos-
session of an armed force, gathered there by
the Governor to be beforehand with the
projeots of some republican leaders to seize
that important strategic point. But it does
not follow that this force will be wused.
The Governor may deem it a proper pre-
eaution to have such a force ready on in-
formation given of the intentions of cer-
tain persons, which information might
prove to be without foundition. Indeed,
the central point in the whole story is the
Governor's incapaecity to get aconrate in-
formation on some points and his capacity
to get a superabundance of information on
others, Thus it appears that one certifi-
cate of the election of ecertain persons was
thrown out because it was not sealed pub-
liely in town meeting. Now, if the Gov-
ernor could get such minute information
on points that did not appear on the re-
turns why could he not also take informa-
tion as to whether two or four candidates
were voted for in eertain distriots, and so
prevent all the trouble? It is stated that
the Governor has intimated his intention of
putting in force the law for the snppres-
sion of sedition and to make examples of
such men as Boutelle and Senator Blaine,
but in that case he might have to inclnde
also some of his friends who spoke for him
at Portland last night. >

Now Year Eilquette,

So many questions have been addressed
to the editor of the Hymirp upon the
rules governing Lhe civilities peculinr
to Now Year's Day that two answers,
in addition to those already published,
may not be untimely, We would there-
fore suggest—first, that the customs of
good society Torbid a gentloman, ecalling
upon a lady, to introdunco several friends of
his whom the lady never befors met.
Strange as it may appear to gome mombers
of the ruder sex, women prefer to be con-
saulted abont persons who desire intro-
duetion, and the too common habit of
calling with a crowd on New Yeur's
Day results in numerous annoyanoes
to lndies and an equal number of subse-
quent snubs to men. To the goentloer sex we
would say that at loast half of the troubles
that result from offoring spirituous refresh-
ments to visitors would be avoided 4f
women did not urge such hospitality in o
manner that malkes refusal almost impos-
gible, Men who really want to drink do
not need to be pressed ; the remainder, no
matter how numerous their virtuous resolu-
tions or written pledges, are powerless
when under the inflnence of a lady's voice
and smile. Minor manners and morals are
to be left to the decision of the persons in-
torestod, but the two rules upon which we

| have touched are of prominent and general

interest, and there is no possible excuse for
the transgression of either of tilem.

The Tay Bridge.

In counting the resistance that would
have to be overcome before a gale of wind
could do harm the eonstructors of the Tay
Bridge were, as the fuct proves, fataliy at
fault. But they were not merely astray in
argning that that eould mnot cceur which
has now actually oceurred, It is seen that
they reasoned on certain details trom mis-
taken premises, and their fault is worth es-
pecial notice because it is probable that simi-
lar false reasoning may be depended npon as
proving safely in other somewhat sim
cases. For instance, the Scotoh engineers
counted a pier, n span of the bridge and
the weight of n train as the resistance to
which the pressure of the wind must be su-
perior to endanger the lives of passengers,
and they eonnted the sum of this resistance
a8 an inert mass. They made the resistance
abont four times greater than the force
that could be applied. But the pier and
the spun of the bridge should not have
been counted, ns we now see. This along
wonld reddee the resistance to a quarter of
what they made it. Moreover, the resisting
body, thus reduced, should not have been
counted nas an inert mass, and this would
even more materially ehange the problem.
It appears never to have occurred to them
as & possibility that the train might be
blown from the bridge. They reasoned
as if bridge and truss and train were all to
be blown over together. They seem,
further, never to have had a faney that the
problem to solve was mnot how much foree
would overcome a certain inertia, but how
a force working in a given direction would
vary the operatiog of another force working
in another direction. They did not con-
sider the peculiar effact of the curves
in the line on the resistance. As
o giant wrestler whom mno antagonist
could budge if placed solidly on his feet
may be brought down by a stroke that a
child counld give if canght at a critioal mo-
ment in a strained attitude on tiptoe, so it
is with a train which, sweeping around a
sharp eurve, is practically on tiptoe and at
the mercy of many chances. There wosa
double curve on the Tay Bridge, and
the accident appears to have occurred
just as the train was sweeping from
the first into the second. At (hat
point the last-ear was like a whip snapper.
Imagine the train at that place with the
wind lifting and pushing at once and co-
operating with the force which the weight
and momentum of the train supplied to
sweep the last car outward from the mils,
and what was, in faot, the real resistance to
be overcome? It'was only equivalent to
the surface supplied by the bevelled flange
of the wheels on one side of one car. For
when one car left the rails at that point all
WaE over.

The Imdian Commission.

If the Ute Indians were actually in col-
Insion with the people who desire their
ruin—or at least their exclusion from the
Stateof Colorado—they gould scareely labor
more effectively in the interest of those
persons than they are doing, Such
evénts as occurred at the White River
Agency ocannot possibly remain un-
punished. If the American people
were satisfied that under our present
system of Indian relutions such crimes
could be committed with impunity they
would assuredly compel a complete and
absolute change of such relations. It is
only because the country believes that sub-
stantial justice can be done on both sides
more effectively as we are than otherwise
that it consents to a system in virtue
of which the United States pays an
enormous annual tribute tp several tribes
of lordly savages; for a system that does not
subject them to our laws, but requires us
to feed them, makes us payers of tribute to
them, and if this system is complied with
only on one side the people will not endure
its continuance. This Ute case is likely to
be typical as a test for ull others, Murders
are committed—and even worse crimes—
and we cull upon the tribo to surrender
certain designated perpetrators of these
acts. If they are surrendered and pun=
ished that is all that could be done if they
were our own citizens, But if not sur-
rendered—if the tribe shields them—it
assumes the respansibility for the crimes
and war will assuredly follow. There seoms
now no likelihood that such a war can be
averted. It remauins only to hope that it
may be thorough in its effscts.

wWihe Plrates of Penzance™ at the
Paignton Royal Bijou.

Some persons doubtless are wondering
why Messrs, Gilbert and Sullivan, while
making every effort for a “grand first
representation” of the **Pirates of Penzance”
in this city on the last evening of the year,
gelected the afternoon of the preceding
Monday as the time and the Bijou Theatre
of Paigoton as the place of s preliminary
“firgt performance.” But it will not sur-
prise anybody who knows the poculinritios
of the English law governing tho rights of
dramatists. The suthors would have lost
their exelusive right of representation in
Great Britain had they permitted the first
publie performance of the picce to take
place out of that country. Choosing a littie
town on the Bonth Devon coast may, per-
haps, as the Loudon News remarks, be
sglassed among those satirieal strokes by
which Mr. Gilbert delights to reduce the
voxntious and unnecessary formalities of
the Jaw to absurdity.” DBul in giving a
single, hasty, nominal exhibition, for the
sole ‘purpose of satisfying the requirements
of the luw, there were also obvious business
and professional reasons besides satire lor
avoiding London. )

While the *“Pirates of Penzance” is
kept in manusoript the authors, though
forefgmers, will retain all their exolusive
rights of representation in the United
Btates, These rights are not mecured by
any statute, but by the common law. The
common law property ‘in “Pinafore” was
lost because the piece was published in
print, and no statutory rights were gained
becauso the authors were furcigners. Dut
Mesnrs, Gilbert and Sullivan aim to secure
both English and American rights dn their
new produotion. While the latter are guar-
anteed by the common law the former dee

pend on the statute, and cam be en-
joyed only on condition of the first per-
formanee or first publication of the picce
somewhbere within the United Kingdom.
Bhould the *Pirates of Penzanes" be
brought out in this city before it is publicly
represented in Great Britain the authors'
Euglish rights of representation would
thereby be forieited. The law on this point
Las been twice Lested to his cost by Mr.
Boueicault, In 1863 he sued Dolafield for
representing the *‘Colleen Bawn® in Eng-
land, and the Court held that he had lost
his English rights by fiest performing the
play in the United States. The ease of the
“Shaughraun,” tried three years ago,
wos analogous. This piece was first
brought out at Wallack’s. It proved an
immense suceess and the author took it to
London. There it was kept in tannuseript,
but Chatterton sneceeded in bringing it out
at his theatre without license. A suit fol-
lowed, in which it was decided that Bouoi-
canlt had forfeited his rights by not giving
the British public the benefit of the frst
performance. Hence Messrs, Gilbert and
Sullivan are wisely and economieally profit-
ing by Mr. Boucicanlt’s costly experience.

The new copyright bill which has been
reported by the government, and will doubt-
less be taken up at the next session of Par-
linment, ¢ontains an important change in
the law on the point under consideration.
It provides that the author of any dramatic
or musieal composition which is first printed
or publiely performed in a foreign country
may secure his English rights by publish-
ing or representing the pieco anywhere in
the British dominions within three years
after its first publication or representation 1
abroad, When this law goes into effect we
miy look for a decline-of the drama at the
Royal Bijou Theatre of Paignton.

A Marine Clew to the Anemalous
Enropean Wenather.

The thermal observations of Atlantio
water taken by the Cunard steamships are
beginning to bear fruit and yield most in-
teresting results for science. As the Ate
lantic temperatures dominantly affect the
climate of Western Europe an examination
of the recorded temperatures of its surface
waler has been eagerly made to ascertain
some clew to the long wet, col and stormy
winter of last year. The observations
made on the temperatnre of the sea every
four hours by Captain Watson, of the
steamship Algeria, show that for the home-
ward and outward bound passages that
part of the Atlaniic traversed by his ship
wus 3,2 degrees warmer in December, 1878,
than in December, 1877. Paradoxieal as it
mpy seem the mean temperature of the
British Islands in December, 1878, was 8 de-
grees colder than in the last month of 1877.
But Captain Watson's records nevertheless
afford a highly plausible solution of the
anomalous cold in Eunrope,

The heat brought by the Gulf Stream into
the North Atlantic has been fairly esti-
mated as not less than one-fifth of the
whole heat possessed by the surface water
of that ocean. About four billions of cubie
feet of warm water is hourly poured
through the Florida Pass, giving out to the
air of the North Atlantic the heat Corre-
sponding to a difference in temperature of
25 degrees. When this volume of water is,
in any season, augmented or ils tempera-
ture raised but two or three degrecs above
its normal eondition, the resulting in-
fluence upon the weather of Western Europe
must bemarked. Butif, asCaptain Watson's
thermometric data apparently demonstrate,
the vast body of the North Atlantic south
of 45 degrees north has the temperuture of
its surface water elevated three degrees
above the normal heat, the most decided
climatic effects would result. Fortunately
we have the means of verifying Captain
Watson's register. The Signal Service ob-
servations of the ses waler at seven
points on the Bouth Atlantic and Gult
coasts of the United Btates show that
it had an excess of mean temperature of
1.42 degrees in December, 1878, over that
of the previous December. The Atlantio
water between the twenty-fifth and forty-
fifth parallels was, therefore, in the winter
of 1878-79 undergoing unusually great
evaporation, and the vast volnme of mois-
ture then set free, borne in the broad belt
of the westerly or *“anti-trade’ winds, was
spread ont in a continuous stream to South-
ern and Central Europe, serving not only
as & natural highway for Atlantio storms to
travel thitherward, but also ns fuel to feed
the eyclonic meteors as they broke on the
British and French coasts. As Mr. Lockyer,
the English physicist, foreibly surmises in
his journal Nature, on the 11th inst., **This
abnormal distribution of temperature in
the Atlantic wns more or lesa immediately
eonnected with the more southerly course
taken by our European storms since the
end of October, 1878, from which have in-
evitably resulted the unusual prevalenoce of
easterly and northerly winds and the eold
weather we have had since”—a statement
which, by the wuy, powerfully confirms
what the Herarp has so long contended for,
that Atlantic storms do move toward and
strike upon the European coasts, and hence
that their movements are not withous the
limits of seientifie prediction.

These observations of tho sca water over
the North Atlantic basin will, as Mr. Lock-
yer points out, serve as a basis for “some.
thing more than n mero guess of the
woather of coming seasons,” By comparing
tho sea water thermal observations made by
the Signsl Service last mnonth on the Gulf
and South Atlentic consts, ng given in ite
“Monthly Review," tho great tropienl res.
ervolr of the Galf Stream was then 2.6 de-
gress warmer than it was in Novem-
ber, 1878, As far back as May last’
the United States steamer Portsmouth's
observations showed an unusually vigor-
ous movement of the Gulf Stream, that
ship having been ocarmed mnorthwardly
during a calm filty-six wmiles in fourteen
hours by the powertul flow of tropioal water,
We might, therefore, justly infer that the
pressure of tho southenst trades has, for a
considerable time, been exceptionally
great, driving an unusually large maas of
equntorial water into the Gulf of Mexico
und through the Florida Pass into the
North Atlantic basin, If this process goes
on the European winter of lnat year may re-
poat itself in 1880, as it has apparently sl

ready begun to do, But the same process
would, as respects this country, in all prob-
ability, insure an extensive diffusion of
Gulf vapor in & northerly direction, miti-
guting the rigors of winter in and east of
the Mississippi Valley.

It is earnestly hoped all seamen will aid
in the grand research secking to connect
Atlantie. meteorology with that of Europe
and Amerien. )

Purifying Wall Street,

The important action taken by the Post.
master General in ordering the in
tion of the correspondence nddressed to
certain firms of so-culled Wall street sharp-
ers is open to no other objection tham
that which is derived from the cousidera=
tion that the authorities may sometimes
make mistakes, Power is given by the
statute to prevent the use of the mails
for nefarious purposes; and in the ex-
ercise of this power the Postmaster General
is responsible for the nceuracy ot his infor-
mation us to whether any designiited person
really mokes unlawtul “use of the Post
Office, Donbtless these  cases wero thor-
oughly examined before action wus taken,
and we may, therefore, regard the war on
this particular class of *‘brokers" as o
proper proteciion of the unwary publie.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE,

Baron Iricsen, of Germany, is st the Fifth Avonus
Hotel, 2

The Rusgian Naval Department is said to be very
corrupt.

The Mexican Minister roceives Inforihally on Sun-
day ovenings.

Benator- Henry M. Teller, of Colorado, is aéthe
Bturtevant House. :

Ex-Sceretary of the Navy George M. Robeson is sb
the Fifth Avenue Hotel.

My, E. B, Washburne 18 mentioned as s candidate
for Governor in Iiinois.

Mr. John Prim, son of the Spanish statesman,
sailed yesterday for home via the White Star line.

Mr. Chiarles Fraucis Adams is oue of tho hesviesd
taxpayers in Boston, his property being nssessod sf
$747,000,

Diplomatie hatreds (the London Spectator thinks]
are lilke hatreds coutracted in s ship, very keen and
very long-hived.

IThe officers of Christ Churoh, Alexandris, Va.,, are
eudesvoring to sell the Bible used by General Waahs
ington. They want to pay a church debs.

Next to the Enropean fromtier, says the London
, the Chi is the most notorious for
smuggling, and alterward comes the Caspian.

An English journal says that in 8§, Petersburg
not even a child can be removed from one dwelling
to another without the cog of the suthoriti

Haven't the geographors (says the Chilcago Tumes)
made a mistake in locating Maine? The latest news
scoms to indicate that it bordecs on the Gulf &f
Mexizo.

The leaves of the silver firs (ables) have a power of
motion by which thoy nre raised or depressed, they
having palisade oells, which are absent in the com-
paratively motionless spruce firs (picea).

The English Grenadier Gusrds aroe described as
ordinary sized young men with light hair, blue
eyes und very rosy checks. They are sald to ressm-
ble young curates d 1 up in bobtailed rod costs,

The San Francigco Post says that J. C. Flood, of
the bonanza firm, will rotire from control of the
stock market. He hus always managed tho affairs in
San Franecisco, while Mackay and Fair hove remsined
at the Novada mines.” Will he succeed Seustor Bha-
ron, of Nevada?

Chicago Tribune;—*Mr, Lineoln uscd to tell s story
about & big Hobaier who came to Washington during
the war and called on & street Arab for o shime,
Looking st the tremendous boots before him he
called out to a brother suiner across the street,
*Como uver and help, Jimmy; I've got an army cone
tract,” "

A Chinaman in ecomfortable clreumstances takos,
in addition to his broakfast, dinner and supper, vas
rious light refreshments betwoeen meals—the kuo tan
leading up to the morning, the kuo tsong to the mid-
day snd the tien ehon to the evening meal, while the
chioau ya and the kio yla are partaken of during the
niglit by those who cannot get to sleep.

The London Esaminer is opposcd to sending pere
sons guilty of minor offences to prison. It says the
man who finds he can boar a fortnight’s Imprisone
ment is not likely to hesitate so long at & crime in
future as he to whom the terrora of s jail are ag
yet unknown, and If we would suppreas crime 1t is
Letter that we should not accustown people to its
punishiment.

A correspondent of the Chicago T'ribume writon:—
“Governor Garcelon {s the mout obstinute of men,
Congressman Frye, his brother-in-law, told me that
Garcolon did not speak to him for over a year em
scconnt of political differences; that, as his attorney,
when Garcelon had any lsw business, ho would sit
in lis carriage, send in a note to Frye and reccive
his opinion in writing, and that, when Garcelom
eame to Frye's house, he would never go in until he
learned that Frye was away trom home."

London Spectator:—+Forelg . foreign polte
tizians, eveu foreign governments, can only watch,
approach, influence or soothe powerful individuals
in other countries through their envoys. Only
through them ean they learn what thelr opponents
or rivals or friends are really thinking of or intend-
ing. They alone can collect in soclety, from little

peeches, from inti from, if you will, sples,
the information which, when individuals sre all
‘powertul, becomes of such terrible importance."”

GOVERNOR VAN ZANDT DECLINES,

CANDID REASONS WHY HE WILL NOT GO TO ST,
PETERSDURG ¥OR ‘‘UNCLE saM'"—HIS MAXIM,
“LET WELL ENOUGH ALONL"

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD,]

Fnovroexcs, R. L, Dec. 30, 1879,

Everybody Is surprised at the sudden change of
base of His Excolloney Governor Van Zandt in de-
lining the mission to B He bad fully made
up bis mind to sccept last nisht, and & well known
pewapapor editor reported that ho saw o telegram
which the Governor wan on the point of mending to
¥y Evarts ing the offer. He, however,
lered hin d To n rter who

hian
eallod upon the Goveruor this evenug (o ascertain
the truth of the report that be hada declined, he

waid:—

*Yon, 1 bave, and allow mo to sdd that Ithink T
hiave done & wise thing.'

“Wore thoro any specinl reasons for your declin
ingY"’ aaked the reporter,

“Well, my trients have wished me to accept for
tor some timoe, but after seriously cousl'ering the
mattor L bave concluded not to t. 1 bulieve in
the old proverh to ‘Let well enough alowe,’ I told
& newspapaper man y dny that 1 might accopt,
but inlormed him then thet thore might be a

- "

"‘l‘ﬁun the matter in definitoly sottled ¥

“Yoa, Lhero will be no wore of i6."

CANDID REARONS,

Bubsequently the Governor gave to a IIRNALD com
pondent his for declining the wission,
These reasons were—iirst, that the climate was too
migorous for Mrs. Van Zaudt's hoalth; second, that
lis business (utereats would suffor (n cswe he should
leave the country, and third, that he would not be
ablo, with the wsulary of the ofice, to malutain iw
dignity in the wanuer n which his predecessors had
dupe, ALl thines constdered Lo doemod it host to re-
main st bome. He accordingly uotifled Secretary
Evarts of his declinution by telegraph, and also
matled to him this evening s lottor setting forth his
reunous more tully for decliniug the bonor and ex-
rewving liin thsnks (or the great compliment which

ad been paid to Rhode Island throngh bim,

The Governor has been in receipt of numerons
lettorn und telegrams from app tn for s poniti
st the Logation, and while the Hrnanp eorresponds
ont was In the Governor's room n oablogram wWas ros
colved from London sent by an sapicant for the po-
sitlon ol Becretary.

THE BTATE CAPITAL.

Arpaxt, Dec. 30, 1879,

Governor Cornoll and family took possession of
the Executive Manalon this afternoon.

Hovoral Bonators, Amacinblymon and nowly eleoted
State ofeers reachod the oity to-day, The formes
have been interviowed s to the organizstion m

Inlatiire, but they appear te be -ﬁllr




